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As a public/private collaborative, America's Conservation Ag Movement meets growers where they are on

their conservation journey and helps empower their next step with technical assistance from USDA-NRCS
and innovative solutions and resources from agriculture’s leading providers and implementers.

These days, you are asked to do
more and produce more, with
less. To boost farm efficiency,
technology offers solutions for
streamlined data collection and
analysis, alongside smart farming
tools that can bring precision and
autonomy into the field. The bene-
fits don't end there - efficiencies
can also contribute to the overall
sustainability of an operation.
“The use of on-farm tech can have
fantastic environmental benefits,
but the benefits can also move
down to the farm owner, opera-
tor and workers through stress
reduction, safety and efficiency,”
says Austin Gellings, director, ag-
ricultural services, Association of
Equipment Manufacturers
(AEM).

“Technology like auto-steer has
great benefits in reducing overlap
and ensuring accuracy, which also

AEM recommends that farmers
consider the following when
determining if technological ad-
vancements are worth the risk:
 Evaluate any technological
purchase against your unique
operational goals
« Explore different ways to help
integrate new technologies
into your existing operation,
including the ability to retrofit
Smart-farming advancements
that create efficiencies in collect-
ing, measuring and monitoring
data can set a farm up for success
in capturing conservation analysis
over time.

For many farmers, sustainability
is linked to financial success.
Conservation-leading organiza-
tions are working with members
to leverage conservation adoption
as a catalyst to capture enhanced
opportunities to market their
products.

“Customers of U.S. corn are
increasingly interested in what
growers are doing on their farms,”
says Ken Hartman, National Corn
Growers Association president.
“NCGA is showing ongoing prog-
ress on farms and U.S. corn’s role
meeting environmental commit-
ments in a reliable, sustainable
manner.” Likewise, National Pork
Board also sees opportunities for
producers in conservation prac-
tice uptake.

“U.S. pig farmers have a long his-
tory of improvement, which allows
them to defend their freedom to

Secure Your Land and
Legacy

The need to protect land
has never been more
urgent, with nearly one-

) third of US farmland set to

. change hands over the next
two decades. American
Farmland Trust shares how
to get started to secure your
land:

» Take a practical approach
by contemplating how
land protection aligns
with personal financial
and estate planning

 Locate your local land
trust organization to

facilitate land protection
success

sell pork,” says Jamie Burr, chief
sustainability officer.

In many cases, one thing stands
between farmers and the ability to
capture these opportunities.

“A common thread with these
opportunities is the ability to
produce reliable farm manage-
ment data,” says Norma Ritz
Johnson, United Sorghum Check-
off Program (USCP) executive
director. “Having digitized man-
agement records makes most of
these market opportunities well
within the reach of many farmers.”
USCP recommends that farmers
look for opportunities through
initiatives like Partnerships for
Climate-Smart Commodities to
shore up farm management data
and open sustainability market
opportunities.

ADVERTORIAL

Stewardship Incentives

Ducks Unlimited shares how
to maximize partnerships for
success:

» Ensure the partner’s
goals align with your
operational goals

« Seek out partners
with broad program
opportunities

« Be aware of reporting
needs/responsibilities

« Determine if assistance
is provided to mitigate
the reporting burden

“Improving soil health or
restoring grasslands doesn't
happen with a flip of a
switch. Conservation is a
long-term commitment.
Having a partner that shares
in that commitment and

can adapt as needed is
paramount to success.”

Billy Gascoigne, director of
agriculture and strategic
partnerships, Ducks Unlimited

Make the Most of Land

Conservation Starts in
the Soil

Conservation-leading
innovators, Syngenta and
Valent U.S.A. share how
investments in soil health can
secure your legacy:

» Adopt practices like
conservation tillage,
cover crops and diverse
rotations

« Seek out trusted
advisors like Extension
professionals and retail
partners

« Use online sources like
Syngenta’s CropWise™
Sustainability App or
ValentUSA.com

« Apply inputs at the right
time and right rate

“Healthy soils contribute
greatly to productivity,
profitability and, ultimately
toward a sustainable farming
operation.”

Kenneth Seebold, senior director
— field research & development,
Valent U.S.A.

“Healthy soil can make the
difference between a failed or

healthy crop.”
Matt Wallenstein, chief soil

scientist, Syngenta Group
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